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Child Safeguarding Statement of the Legal Aid Board



1. Service provider
The Legal Aid Board is an independent statutory body in Ireland that provides legal aid and advice to individuals who cannot afford to pay for legal services. The Legal Aid Board also operate Family Mediation Services, Minceir/Traveller Legal Support Services and administer three ad-hoc legal aid schemes connected with criminal matters. 
The Board was established by the Oireachtas under the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995. Since 2011 The Board provides family mediation services as defined within the terms of the Civil Legal Aid Act, as amended by the Civil Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 2011 (See Section 54).  

2.	Nature of service and principles to safeguard children from harm 
The Legal Aid Board is committed to putting the safety and well-being of every child who comes into contact with our service first. While the legal services provided by the Board do not come within the meaning of a ‘relevant service’ under the Child First Act 2015, our mediation services do come within the meaning of a ‘relevant service’. 
The Board’s Family Mediation services work with clients who are separating or divorcing and/or who wish to resolve issues around parenting/guardianship/custody of a child/children. Direct consultation with children, otherwise known as Child Inclusive Mediation (CIM), may form part of the mediation process. The purpose of CIM is to listen to the child’s perspective and views regarding arrangements that their parents/guardians may enter into and to subsequently provide feedback to parents/guardians about the child/children’s views.  This approach is consistent with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Board’s Family Mediation Child Inclusive Mediation Policy and Procedures. 










2. Risk assessment

We have carried out an assessment of any potential for harm to a child while availing of our services. Below are a list of the areas of risk identified and the list of procedures for managing these risks. 

	      Risk Identified
	Procedure in place to manage risk identified

	1.
	Risk of harm not being recognised by staff
	All Staff are provided with Children First accredited training and directed to be familiar with the content of the Board’s Child Safeguarding Statement, the Board’s Family Mediation Child Safeguarding Policy (Mediation Staff), The Board’s Law Centre Child Protection Policy and Guidance (Legal Services Staff) and the Board’s Family Mediation Child Inclusive Mediation Policy and Procedures (Mediation Staff).

Upon induction all newly recruited relevant “service” Staff are required to undertake and achieve certification in the Tusla online introductory Child Safety module available on www.tusla.ie. 

Upon induction, it is recommended that other newly recruited Staff undertake and achieve certification in the Tusla online introductory Child Safety module available on www.tusla.ie. 


All relevant “service” staff who obtain certification are required to renew approved Children First accredited training every three years.  

Legal services have appointed a trained Designated Liaison Persons (DLP), who are first point of contact for all staff members. All staff have been instructed to contact DLP directly if they have any child protection concerns 

	2.
	Staff inadequately trained
	All Mediators who practice Child Inclusive Mediation as part of their mediation work must meet the Quality Assurance requirements set out in the Board’s Family Mediation Child Inclusive Mediation Policy and Procedures or any subsequent updated version thereof.

Legal services have appointed Designated Liaison Persons with Children First accredited training, renewable every three years, with all staff instructed on the Board’s Law Centre Child Protection Policy and Guidance 


	3.
	Staff not Garda vetted
	All Staff are Garda vetted prior to appointment and all staff that work directly with children have Garda renewed every three years/as required by The Board.  

	4.
	Allegations of abuse or misconduct against staff
	All Staff are required to always follow protocols and procedures set out in the Board’s Family Mediation Child Safeguarding Policy (Mediation Staff), The Board’s Law Centre Child Protection Policy and Guidance (Legal Services Staff) or any subsequent updated version(s) thereof. Staff are required to cooperate fully with any investigation arising from any allegations of abuse or misconduct. 



	5.
	Tusla not informed when there is reasonable ground for concern that a child may be at risk of or have suffered abuse 
	Staff are informed of reporting procedures as set out in the Board’s Family Mediation Child Safeguarding Policy (Mediation Staff), The Board’s Law Centre Child Protection Policy and Guidance (Legal Services Staff) and the Board’s Family Mediation Child Inclusive Mediation Policy and Procedures (Mediation Staff).



3. Procedures

Our Child Safeguarding Statement has been developed in line with requirements under the Children First: National Guidance, and Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: A Guide for Policy Procedure and Practice. In addition to the procedures listed in our risk assessment, the following procedures support our intention to safeguard children while they are availing of our service and are available upon request:

· Legal Aid Board Family Mediation  – Child Inclusive Mediation Policy and Procedures.
· Legal Aid Board Family Mediation  – Child Safeguarding Policy.
· Legal Aid Board Law Centre -Child Protection Policy and Guidance.


4. Implementation

We recognise that implementation is an on-going process. Our service is committed to the implementation of this Child Safeguarding Statement and the procedures that support our intention to keep children safe from harm while availing of our service. This Child Safeguarding Statement will be reviewed in: March 2027, or as soon as practicable after there has been a material change in any matter to which the statement refers.

               
Signed:     
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Joan Crawford, 
Chief Executive Officer
                                                                                    
                                                                                     

For queries, please contact one of the following Designated Liaison Person/Deputy Designated Liaison Persons:

Family Mediation Service:

Fiona Grant Thomas		Nola White				David Gray
Managing Mediator		Managing Mediator			Managing Mediator
Family Mediation Service		Family Mediation Service		Family Mediation Service
Unit 8 Redmond Square		80A South Mall			1st Floor Smithland Centre
Wexford				Cork					Kilkenny
Y35DX43				T12ACR7				R95 HK11
Ph: (053) 9163050			Ph: (021) 4252200			Ph: (056) 7775616


Legal Services:
Christine Hayes			Jennifer Rafter
Regional Manager                         Higher Executive Officer 
48/49 North Brunswick Street        48/49 North Brunswick Street
George’s Lane                               George’s Lane 
Dublin 7                                          Dublin 7
D07PEOC                                       D07PEOC
Ph (01) 649600                              Ph (01) 6469724 
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